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NEWS RELEASE Feb. 9, 1961 
President Irwin J. Lubbers of Hope College, Monsignor Arthur Bukowski of 
Aquinas College, and Dean Henry Ryskamp of Calvin College attended a meeting of 
the Committee of Consultants for the Grand Valley College Thursday morning, 
February 9, at the invitation of the new college's Board of Control. The meeting 
was held at the Pantlind Hotel for the purpose of discussing the relationships 
of area private colleges with the new state-supported college. 
The private college representatives were fully aware of the educational 
needs of the eight-county area and expressed their good will toward the new 
college. They indicated that their main interests were that (1) the new 
state-supported college be an institution of quality, (2) it adhere to accepted 
1-•')licies c•f studen1: and faculty recruitment, and (3) it develop programs of 
study th?.t not only administer to the needs of the area and state but tend to 
supplement the educational prc9r~ffis of established colleges. 
On the matter of site ~-·:iF ~don, the representatives indicated they would
favor the selection of a :; · t-~ r.iiat wc,uld best serve the greatest majority of 
studer,t·, ::..-1 the area. "Ti.,· ·:"'1 ermination of the new college site is not a matter 
of prirr.::ry concern t0 ":hrc ):: ::v..::.te colleges," Dr. l,l::~Jers stated. "We are more 
interested :n the ma+.t,-:. J·:-;,,.,licies.'' 
Th2 :. '.'rresentat: .. 1 8:, expressed a willingness t :· c .. ,)i,::erate with the consult-
ants in -:-.~,,-:_r prelirn: .. r--H·y planning for the new colle,;i; a:\.J accepted an invitation 
,.l'j 
of the Gi :1;,d Valley i3c,ard of Control to designate a rep:r~~eff:ative to meet
/regularly with the Committee of Consultants •.
Mr. James M, VerMeulen, president of American Seating Company and a memb.,__ 
of the Citizens Advisory Co~ncil appointed to establish liaison with the private 
colleges, stated that he was very pleased with the progress made and the fine 
atmosphere of the meeting. Mutual problems were thoroughly reviewed, 
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Contributions of each participant present clearly reflected that he was primarily 
concerned with structuring a sound, comprehensive program of higher education for 
Western Michigan. 
Also present at the Thursday meeting were: Mr. William Seidman, chairman of 
t;1e Grand Valley College Board of Control; Dr. John Hollenbach of Hope College; 
1,r. Harold Dorr and Dr. Herbert Wood of the University of Michigan; Dr. Raymond 
I-latch of Michigan State University; Mr. Clayton Maus of Western Michigan 
U~iversity; Dr. John Visser of Grand Rapids Junior College; Dr. Chris De Young 
and Mr. Phil Buchen, administrator and attorney, respectively, for the Grand 
VaU.,~:' C-:il ege. 
d 1 O : c  v O r r e . MhOhe i 2 r r e d e
2bbyFl kb OIxy8y35jW5yk8C
LDV a yF6y9W8  O-l87l R : Nu N 
djW8I 1WPyI3R a yF6y9W8
o21 naaecnOhe 1ereOMe 
a WyBlI  MlP5lxplj VR VTYV
djW8I vWBBlX M 5W5l  i k B Bl 9 l R 56 l  8lJ bk7j XlWj y8 3 5y 57 5yk 8  F6Wj5ljlI  pX 56l VTYD 
3 l 3 3 yk 8  kb 56l  a yF6y9W8 r l9 y3 BW 57 jl R  y3  F7jjl85BX  3lWjF6 y89  y8 5l 8 3 y- l BX  bkj y 53  b yj3 5 P jl 3 y A
Il8 5R  WFFkjIy89 5k fkWjI kb ik85jkB i6WyjxW8 rN u yBByWx MlyIxW8N
ajN MlyIxW8R PWj58lj kb W 8W5yk8WB WFFk785y89  byjx plWjy89 6 y3  8WxlR y8 I yFW 5l 3  
56l y8 y5 yW B  B y 3 5  kb WPPjkKyx W5lBX  D Plj3k83  jlFkxxl8IlI bkj 56l Pk3y5yk8  kb P jl3yIl8 5 y3 
ply89 FWjlb7 BBX  F6lF­lI  56jk796 W8I y8bkjxW5yk8 y3  ply89 Fk B Bl F 5l I N
0jk wlF 5lI  IW5l  bkj 56l WIx y33 yk8  kb 56l b yj3 5 3 57 I l8 53  y3  MlP5lx pljR VTYEN O5 
56W 5 5 yx lR y5 y3  lK P lF 5lI  L
D bjl36xl8 J yBB l8 jk BB N  e-l857WB l8jkBBxl85 kb 56l 8lJ bk7j 
XlWj y8 3 5y 57 5yk 8  y3  lKPlF 5lI  5k  WPPjkWF6 VDRDDD pX VTS
 N
h6l 3 y 5l  bkj 56l VD56 3 5W 5l  bk7j XlWj y8 3 5y 57 5 yk 8  kb 6y96lj lI7FW5yk8  y8 a yF6y9W8 
6W3  pll8  F6k3l8  W8I W x W35lj  PBW8 y3  y8 56l P jkFl33  kb ply89 Il-lBkPlI N rkFW5lI y8 
255WJW ik785X WPPjkKyx W5lBX  VL x yBl3 bjkx IkJ85kJ8 djW8I 1WPyI3 J l3 5  k8 a yF6y9W8 
1k75l 
DR 56l S
D WF jl  FWxP73 J yBB b yj3 5 6W-l k8l 9l8ljWB P7jPk3l p7yBIy89 6k73y89 W I A
x y8 y35jW 5y-l  W8I bWF7 B5X  k b b yFl 3 R  F BW 3 3 jk k x 3 R  BypjWjX  b W F y B y 5 yl 3  W8I bkkI W8I jlFjlW 5yk8W B 
W j l W 3 N
hk 9l5 Jkj­ 78IljJWX 5kJWjI 56l kPl8y89 I W 5l R  56l 8lJ Fk BBl9l  6W3  kPl8lI
:
kbbyFl3  y8 IkJ85kJ8 djW8I 1WPyI3 78Ilj 56l I yjlF5yk8  kb 06yByP u N f7F6l8R J lBB  ­8kJ8
WjlW  W 55k j8lX  W8I - yFl  P jl3yIl8 5 bkj p 7 3 y8 l 3 3  WbbW yj3  kb djW8I vWBBlX M 5W 5l N  hJk k56lj
3 5W bb  xlxplj3 W BjlWI X  W 5  Jkj­ Wjl u yBByWx  vl8xW8R p 7 3 y8 l 3 3  PjkFlI7jl3 P BW88ljR W8I 
fl8 akj5k8R W 3 3 y 3 5W 8 5  WIx y8 y35jW 5k j bkj Il-lBkPx l85N
A  xkjl A
I I. 
-
GRAND VALLEY STATE COLLEGE 
Office of Administration: 
201 Michigan Avenue , N. W. 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
• 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Mailed September 1 , 19 61 
Grand Valley State College, the new four year institution chartered by the 19 60
session of the Michigan Legislature, is currently searching intensively for its first presi-
dent, according to Board of Control Chairman L. William Seidman. 
Mr. Seidman, partner of a national accounting firm bearing his name, indicates 
the initial list of approximately 80 persons recommended for the position of president is 
being carefully checked through and information is being collected. 
Projected date for the admission of the first students is September, 1963. At 
that time, it is expected 250 freshmen will enroll. Eventual enrollment of the new four 
year institution is expected to approach 10,000 by 1975. 
The site for the 10th state four year institution of higher education in Michigan 
has been chosen and a master plan is in the process of being deve oped. Located in 
Ottawa County approximately 12 miles from downtown Grand Rapids west on Michigan 
Route 50, the 750 acre campus will first have one general purpose building housing ad-
ministrative and faculty offices, classrooms, library facilities and food and recreational 
areas. 
To get work underway toward the opening date, the new college has opened 
' 
' 
· offices in downtown Grand Rapids under the direction of Philip W. Buchen, well known 
area attorney and vice president for business affairs of Grand Valley State. Two other 
staff members already at work are William Venman, business procedures planner, and 
Ben Morton, assistant administrator for development. 
- more -
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The need for a new state four year institution in Western Michigan was pointed 
up in the survey of higher education facilities of Michigan by Dr. John Dale Russell in 
1956 followed by a more intensive study of the eight county area of Allegan, Barry,Ionia, 
Kent,Montcalm, Muskegon, Newaygo and Ottawa by Dr. John X. Jamrich in 1959. 
Dr. Jamrich of the Michigan State University Center for the Study of Higher Education 
projects the eventual enrollment of about 10,000 students by 1975. 
In chartering the new 'institution, the State Legislature stipulated that the 
local eight county area to be primaril  served. must raise $1,000,000 toward its estab-
lishment from sources other than taxation. Under the leadership of a group of area citi-
zens, this goal was more than realized. 
As a four year liberal arts institution, it is visualized that Grand Valley Will 
not duplicate the services and programs currently offered by area communit  colleges. 
Rather, it will offer essentially a program .not serving directly vocational or professional 
specialization, but one which provides an over-all education for undergraduate students. 
- 30 -
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GRAND VALLEY STATE COLLEGE 
Office of Administration: 
201 Michigan Avenue, N. W. 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Mailed September 8, 1961 
Dr. John E. Visser, Dean of Grand Rapids Junior College, will 
serve Grand Valley State College for a 60 day period as an educational consultant, 
according to an announcement Friday from the office of Benjamin J. Buikema, 
Superintendent of Schools in Grand Rapids . 
The Grand Rapids educator, according to the announcement, 
will be on loan to G.·V.S.C. and will continue to serve in his capacity as Dean 
of the Junior College. Dean Visser's work at the new Western Michigan Institu-
tion will include the organization of a group of consultants for educational plan-
ning, assembling of information on curriculum needs and the development of a
working library for curriculum planning and teaching methods, according to Philip 
W. Buchen, vice president for business .affairs and acting head of G.V.S.C. 
Dean Visser's salary for the 60 day period, tentatively sched-
uled to start in October, will be assumed by Grand Valley. The work carried on 
by Dr. Visser and other consultants will be the basic ground work for the in--
structional program to be begun with the acceptance of the first class of not less 
than 240 freshmen in September, 1963. It is anticipated that offerings, at least 
initially, will be in basic liberal arts areas. 
- more -
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Dr. Visser has been Dean of Grand Rapids Junior College since 1958 
going there after a one year stint as Assistant Dean at Ball State Teachers College, 
Muncie, Indiana. He was Assistant to the Registrar at Western Michigan Univer-
sity during the 1956-57 academic year. Before that he was associated with Hope 
College, his alma mater, from 1949 until 1956 as Assistant Professor of History 
as well as Varsity Basketball Coach, 1951-56, and Dean of Men, 1955-56. 
In addition to his B.A. from Hope College, earned in 1937, Dr. Visser 
holds M.A. and Ph.D. degrees from the State University of Iowa. Among many 
other professional and community activities, he is ·.President of the Michigan 
Council of Community College Administrators. 
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GRAND VAlLlLIY srArI COlLlLIGI 
Office of Administration: 
201 Michigan Ave. N. W. 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
• 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Mailed September 15, 1961 
An Ann Arbor site planning firm was retained Friday by the Grand Valley 
State College Board of Control to be the chief consultant for planning the new camp s. 
The firm of Johnson, Johnson and Roy will work with local architectural consultants to 
be selected. The maximum amount now budgeted for their work over approximately a six 
month period is $10,000. Money for the project will come from G.V.S.C. development 
funds raised from private sources in the eight county College service area. 
Working with staff members of the College and a reviewing committee of 
the Board of Control, the planning firm will collect and interpret data on physical and 
economic factors involved and synthesize study results with educational planning. A 
detailed graphic plan plus a campus model is expected to be completed within approx-
imately six months. 
Firm partner to be in charge of the Grand Valley project is William J. 
Johnson, who holds a masters degree in landscape architecture from Harvard University. 
Before going to Ann Arbor, he was a partner with Eichstedt-Johnson Associates, Detroit. 
He has also had experience as a member of the Michigan State University planning staff 
in 1953 and with the Detroit City Planning Commission in 1956. 
Grand Valley chose Johnson, Johnson and Roy after examining the past 
work of 20 firms, interviewing representatives of 12 and inviting specific proposals from 
eight. 
The chosen firm has been the site planning consultant on all recent Univer-
sity of Michigan building projects and has been involved in many high school projects 
throughout Michigan as well as community and commercial projects throughout the United 
States. The three partners have won a number of national awards for their landscaping 
and planning work. 
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GRAND VAlLlLEY STATE COlLlLEGE 
Office of Administration: 
201 Michigan Ave. , N. W. 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
FOR RELEASE NOON eptember 15, 1961 
Grand Valley tate College, the new state four year institution 
preparing to accept its first students in the Fall of 1963, is requesting a total 
of slightly over two and a quarter million dollars from the tate Legislature for 
Fisca  Year 1962-63. 
It was revea ed at a meeting of the nine member G. V.  • C. 
Board of Control Friday that the request includes $1,500,000 to construct one 
general purpose building to be ready in time for the first classes, $150,000 to 
begin planning work for a second structure, $310,638 to prepare the 740 acre 
farm area site located 12 miles from downtown Grand Rapids west on Michigan 50 
and $317,279 for operating expenses. The total appropriations request is $2,278,279, 
Accompanying the 19 62-63 budget request is a five year capita  
outlay projection which is tentatively estimated at a maximum of $9,601,870, The 
projection includes five similar size buildings, a $750,000 administration-librar  
structure and a $750,000 gymnasium-field house-auditorium, The projection 
total includes the 19 62-63 capita  request, additional funds for site development 
and funds at the end for the start of one more building. 
Campus development a.t the new institution, according to Philip 
W. Buc,hen, vice president for business affairs and acting head, is pradrnated on 
Elnrollment projections made in the study of the eight county area of Kent, Ottawa, 
Muskegon, Barry, lorlia, Montca m, Newaygo and Allegan by Dr. John X. Jamrieh, 
£0t a Joint ctlmmittee of the Legislature .in 1959. 
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Dr. Jamrich foresees a
* 
potentia.  enrol I ment at the new institu- ~· 
tion of 8,000 to 10,000 by 1975. It is esti.mated that at least 3,000 students will 
be on the new campus by 1967·-68, the last yea.r of the capital needs forecast. 
The ge:.era.l purpose bui.lding, requested for 1962-63, is de-
signed to house all fac:!.Iities needed for at least 240 freshmen entering .i.n the fall 
of 1963, With a maximum of 50,000 squa.re feet of floor space, H will initia ly 
house, in addition to classrooms and library a.nd study faciliti.es, a.dministrative 
and faculty offices and eating facilities and emergency· health service. Thi.s struct-
ure, as well as the projected five other undesignated buildings, will be of a flex-
ible nature so that considerable adaptation can be made as the enrollment increases 
and the educational program develops. 
It is pointed out in the capital budget 1962-63 request and in 
the five year projection that, as additi.onal structures are erected;' a lesser over-
all proportion of total space need be devoted to administration offices and to 
library and other student services, since such space, once it has been provided at 
the start, will not have to grow in proportion to enrollment increases." 
Also the request report stresses that, since all buildings will 
be designed and constructed to afford maximum economy of operation and mainten-
ance, costs for these items should be "appreciab y less" than the average for com-
parable educational facilities. 
The capita  request report concluded with the qualification that 
"planning procedures to be undertaken between the date of this request and legis-
lative action on appropriations will allow development of detailed design and more 
certain cost estimates." Refen-al is made here to the expectation that the Grand 
Valley tate College Board of Control will employ and have at work a master planning 
fi.rm w.i.thin a short period of time. 
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Grand Valley tate College Budget - 3 
The cost estimate of $310,638 to prepare the campus initia ly 
in 1962-63 includes, according to the request, insta lation of on-site 
electrical, telephone and gas lines, branch lines for water, sewerage and 
run-off water, site roads, side walks and landscaping within the areas of
roads, walks and buildings and for intra-mural athletic fields. This type of 
service work, it is pointed out, 11 must be adequate for not only the first 
building but, to a large degree, for subsequent buildings, as it is more 
economical to have facilities built at one time which have the capacity to 
serve both present and near-future needs. 11 
A breakdown of the $317,279 operating budget request for 
Fisca  1962-63 revea s that $170,170 is allotted for salaries and wages, 
$118, 605 for contractual services, supplies and materials, and $28,866 
for equipment. 
The salary and wage item encompasses a total of twenty 
persons, including a president, vice president for business affairs, vice 
president for academic affairs, controller and. budget officer, adminis
trative assistant, plant and site supervisor with two assistants, librarian 
with one assistant, director of admissions and student personnel, adminis
trative assistant for development and eight secretaries and typists. 
In pointing up the imperative need for at least this many 
staff members, the 1962-63 G. V. . C. budget request details the amount of 
administrative preparatory work which must be accomplished during the 
request year to be ready for students in eptember, 1963. 
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To economize on personnel, Grand Valley plans to utilize ~0 
educational consultants in preparing the educational program rather than employ 
full time faculty members a year before classes begin. Work will begin on this 
in a systematic way next month when Dr. John Visser, Dean of Grand Rapids Junior 
College, will be loaned to the new institution for 60 days as a consultant, during 
which time he will organize the consultant service and prepare the necessary pre-
liminary materials for curriculum and program planning. 
Besides the $25,000 for educational consultants, the largest 
single request under the contractual services, supplies and materials category is 
$35,000 for the library. According to the request document, this is necessary 
because "a basic library facility must be completely built up over the next fiscal 
year in order to be ready for students and classes by eptember, 1963." 
ummarizing activities to be carried out during the 1962-63 
request year, Grand Valley tate College officials foresee the following accom-
plishments: 
1 . The campus ready for use with the first road ays, walks, 
parking lots, services and intramural athletic fields insta led. 
2. The initia  building built and ready for occupancy. 
3. An educational program and admissions requirements which 
have been communicated to prospective students. 
4. Full processing of enrollment applications for the first 
class of students. 
5. A faculty hired and ready to come on campus for final de-
velopment of the instructional methods and the subject matter of the courses to be 
taught in the fall of 1963. 
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Grand Valley State College Budget -5 
The inception of Grand Valley tate College as the first new 
four year state college or university in Michigan in approximately ·75 years is 
traced to the survey of higher education in the state made in 1958 by Dr. John Dale 
Russell for the Legislature in which, among other recommendations, he suggested 
the establishment of a new four year state college to be located in Western Michigan. 
A follow-up study by Dr. John.X. Jamrich for a joint committee 
of the Legislature in 1959 confirmed the large potential enrollment and need in the 
eight county area. 
The legislation creating the institution authorized start of the 
college on condition that a suitable site be acquired and $1,000,000 be raised by 
a method other than taxation. hortly thereafter, the Governor appointed and the 
Senate confirmed a nine member board of control. Within a few months, $1,300,000 
had been raised by volunteer efforts and the 7 40 acre site, which is expandable to 
l , 170 acres under existing options, was acquired. 
A legislative appropriation of $150,000 for 1961-62 fisca  year 
operating expenses was provided, and the college opened its temporary adminis-
trative offices in downtown Grand Rapids • 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Written October 13 , 19 61 
At its second annual meeting, held Friday ,the Grand Valley State 
College Board of Control appointed five members of a si  man educational con-
sultant team. Also, the Board elected officers for the 19 61-62 year. 
Dean John Visser, on leave from Grand Rapids Junior College to 
G. V. S. C. for 60 days to head up the consultant program, declared the educational 
planning group will "assist Grand Valley State College in esta lishing specific 
guide lines that will be of value in planning the College's educational program and 
that will have immediate relevance in developing its physical facilities." 
The five consultant appointees are: Dr. James Albertson, assistant 
to the president, Ball State Teachers College, Muncie, Indiana; Dr. Laurence Barrett, 
dean, Kalamazoo College, Kalamazoo, Michigan; Dr. David Henderson, executive 
dean, Chatham College, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; Dr. Donald O'Dowd, dean, 
MSU-Oakland; and Dr. Allan O. Pfnister, visiting associate professor, Center for 
the Study of Higher Education, University of Michigan. 
On October 27-29 the kick-off session of formalized planning processes 
will be held in Grand Rapids. The five consultants, plus one more, will meet for 
an intensive three day program, which will open with a dinner meeting Friday and 
end Sunday evening. Before the first meeting, each consultant will have been fur-
nished extensive background material on Grand Valley and the eight county area 
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it is to serve. It is expected by the first of the year some clear guide lines for . 
the construction of the first college building on the 7 40 acre Ottawa County site 
will have been laid down. The campus planners, Johnson, Johnson and Roy of Ann
Arbor, will work closely with the consultant group . 
. During ·the Annual G. V. S. C. Board of Control meeting, Philip W. 
Buchen, vice president for business affairs, reported that two townships involved 
in the campus site area are committed to long-range planning and have work under-
way. Working closely with the townships and the CoUege is the M. S. U. Institute 
for Community Development. Townships involved are Allendale and Georgetown. 
Mr. Buchen also informed the Board that a hearing will be held on the G .. V. S. C. 
1962-63 budget request October 25 in Lansing by the State Board of Administration. 
Officers elected by the Board of Control for the 1961-62 year are: 
L. William Seidman, chairman 
Arnold Ott , vice chairman 
. Edward Frey, treasurer 
William Kirkpatrick, assistant treasurer 
Kenneth Robinson, secretary 
Mrs. Grace Kistler, assistant secretary 
According. to Dean Visser, the additional cons'ultant to be selected 
will serve,as a specialist in educational television and will advise on matters re-
lated to closed circuit programming. He pointed out the men already selected were 
chosen because they are specialists in constructing quality programs of higher edu-
cation, for specific experiences in planning and i_mplementing unique programs, for 
- more -
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an orientation toward the importance of planning physical facilities that fit all the. 
educational functions which they mua;t fulfi.ll, and their familiarity with recent ad-
vancements in the various fields of higher education. 
Before assuming his present position at Ball State, Dr. Albertson was 
affiliated for three years w.ith Colorado State College where he served at various 
times as coordinator of off campus service, director of admissions and director of 
the student union. A native of Colorado, he received his bachelors and masters 
degrees at Colorado State and his Ph, D. at Stanford University. 
Dr. Barrett ha.s been dean at Kalamazoo College for four years. Hold-
ing a Ph. . in English from Princeton University, he has been at Kai.amazoo since 
1953. He has been involved in recent: innovations there such as required year-round 
student participation and a period of required study abroad. 
Dr. Henderson, although now at Chatham College, was for 12 years 
associated with the University of Pittsburgh where he was a key person in the plan-
ning and implementing of a pioneer trimester program which is directed toward better 
facilities utilization. Born in Scotland, he holds his Ph. . in sociology from the 
University of Pittsburgh and has taught on both the college and high school levels. 
Dr. O' Dowd has been involved in the program at M. S. U. -0. for a 
year. He holds his Ph. . is psychology from Harvard University. He has been -
dean at Oakland since last July. Prior to 1960, he was a professor and administrator 
at Wesleyan University, Connecti.cut. 
In addition to his teaching and research work at the U. of M. 
Center for the Study of Higher Education, which is partially sponsored by the 
Carnegie Corporation, Dr. Pfnister is the project director for the Ford Foundation 
Program on College Teaching. This program has as its objective the identification 
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recruitment and training of promising young people for college teaching, In ad-
dition to directing numerous other research projects, Dr. Pfnister has been assoc-
iated with the North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools and has 
taught and done administrative work at a number of institutions, including the 
University of Chicago. He holds his Ph. . from Chicago. 
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NEWS ITEM Office of Administration 
201 Michigan Ave., N.W. 
Grand Rapids 1, Michigan 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Written October 20, 1961 
Grand Valley State College today received an opinion from Attorney 
General Paul L. Adams that the Michigan Department of Administration has juris-
diction over the fiscal affairs of the college. The effect is that the college does 
not have the same freedom to handle the application of state appropriated funds 
that is given the University of Michigan, Michigan State University ,and Wayne 
State University. 
The Attorney General's opinion was sought by the college in July 
to confirm a ruling originally made for Wayne State University when it became in 
195 6 a state institution under a statute similar to the statute creating Grand Valley 
State College. In declining to apply the same ruling to the newest of the state 
colleges  the Attorney cited some differences between the two statutes. He pointed 
out that the Board of Governors of Wayne is given "direction and control of uni-
versity funds, " whereas the Board of Control of Grand Valley is given "control over 
its property" only. 
L. William Seidman, chairman of the Board for Grand Valley, pointed 
out that the current opinion of the Attorney General may be of temporary consequence 
in view of action likely to be taken by the Constitutional Convention to clarify the 
status and powers of the governing boards of all state universities and colleges. 
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He said, "Our college, I believe, will have no difficulty_ in the administration of
its fiscal matters despite the control now to ~e exercised by the Department of
Administration over state appropriated funds for the college operation, but our 
-
- . 
. 
. . ., . 
board also believes strongly in havi~g full authority on all policy matters. 11 
Seidman st.ated that the college had hoped to hav'e this authority 
protected beyond question.through- a different ruling by the. Attorney General. 
' ., 
He added·,, that since the ruling. was not_ as anticipated  the. Department of Adminis-
. . 
tration will henceforth be reviewing in advance all expenditures of,state.appropri-
. . 
ated funds according to a line-item budget of operations to be filed with the 
' . 
Department. and will be .disbursing such funds for the college. He also reiterated i . 
that the board's established policy was in favor of disclosing its internal operating 
budget and audit reports of its operations, but that it had wished only. to avoid 
controls which might interfere with needed flexibility in the process of planning for 
and beginning operations of the new college. 
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J 
Office of Administration 
201 Michigan Ave., N. W. 
Grand Rapids l, Michigan 
• 
NEWS ITEM
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Written October 23, 1961 
A ig step forward in planning the new Grand Valley State College 
will come over the weekend of October 27th when a group of educational con-
sultants meeting in Grand Rapids at the college offices will tackle the one hundred 
and one issues to e resolved efore the college starts operation. An agenda 
covering the many issues involved in plans for developing the campus site, which 
is located at the Grand River and West M-50, has gone out to the· consultants for 
their advance study, it was announced today y Dean John E. Visser, on leave 
from Grand Rapids Jun.i.or College to Grand Valley State College, who will e 
chairman of the consultants' conference. 
The six consultants who will e called upon to propose ideal 
plans for Grand Valley State Coliege are: Dr. James Albertson, executive 
assistant to the president, Ball State Teachers College, Muncie, Indiana; Dr.
Laurence Barrett, dean, Kalamazoo College, Kalamazoo, Michigan; Dr. David 
Henderson, executive dean, Chatham College, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; Dr. 
Armand L. Hunter, director, Division of Broadcasting Service, Michigan State 
University  Dr. Donald O'Dowd, dean, MSU-Oakland; and Dr. Allan O. Pfnister, 
visiting associate professor, Center for the Study of Higher Education, Univer-
sity of Michigan. 
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The agenda is divided into six major topics: curriculum, edu-
cational programming, faculty, students, state and community services, and the 
campus plan and facilities. 11 Only y reaching carefully conceived conclusions 
on all these topics will it e possible to have the. campus fit the educational 
functions it is supposed to serve, and this. is the importance of planning for 
this new college," stated,Dean Visser. 
. · .. ~ 
"Liberal arts will'be the-main emphasis of this new four-year 
J 
.,. 
college, 11 said Dean Visser, " ut.oul. educational consultants,will e coming 
up with ideas on the kinds of courses to e offered and the ways they are' to 
e taught." He added that the matter of alance etween general required 
courses and special elective courses will e, a vital issue, as well as the 
question of how far the college should go in augmenting its li eral arts curri-
culum with professional and vocational courses. 
Visser said that the consultants realize the great opportunity of'
the college to take advantage of year-around operations and the most advanced 
technological developments ·for efficiency of operation, and most effective use 
of faculty time. "Thus the conference," he stated, "will deal at length with 
the issues of how to schedule the academic year and how to employ new teach-
ing methods and electronic aids to teaching, such as television .and audio 
tapes," 
11 Of most concern to the college in its planning stages is the 
pro lem of serving well the commuting student so that he will have a collegiate 
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experience as close as possible to that of college students who live on-campus," 
Visser pointed out. The agenda of the conference calls for developing ideas 
on using student carrels for study purposes, on developing adequate and well 
situated li rary facilities, and on providing needed services and group co-
curricular activities to keep students on campus for the major part of every 
college day. 
Visser pointed to the ttmeJy issue on the agenda of the importance 
to e placed on providing fallout shelters on campus, which may serve a non-
emergency use as the .locati.on of regular food servi.ces and assembly rooms. 
"Since the recruitment of a competent faculty for the college from 
its very start and all through .its expansion is among the major o jectives," 
reported Visser, "our consultants will tell us how faculty needs and desires can 
est e served through proper planning of the educational program and of the 
campus faci.li.ties." 
The agenda furnished the consultants specifies that the con-
ference will e climaxed y a revi.ew of alternate campus layouts and ways to 
organize the campus functions in different uildings, starting with an initial 
uilding into whi.ch all functions will e consolidated at the start. From the 
issues discussed at the start of the conference, the agenda contemplates that 
recommendations will e made to give defini::e form to the campus and to the 
organizational pattern of its faciJ.iti.es. "Such recommendations," Visser 
stated, "will then e reviewed and refined y other advisors to the Board of 
- more -
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Control, y the uilding division of the Michigan Department of Administration, 
and y campus planners and architect;, for the college, and they will e sub-
mitted to the Board for final consideration. II 
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Grand Rapids 1, Michigan 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Written October 31, 1961 
How to create high expectation that students coming to Grand Valley 
State Col ege will gain new and exciting earning experiences was the chief 
concern of educational consultants who have just concluded an intensive plan-
ning session. Six educators from as many different col eges and universities 
met for three days under the chairma.nship of John E. Visser, dean of the Grand 
Rapids Junior Col ege, who in behalf of Grand Valley State Col ege had organized 
the conference to help the new state four-year col ege formulate plans to develop 
its campus. 
As one of the consult,rnts said: "On our col ege campuses today we 
don't need to introduce our students to the act of kissing. Their expectations . 
of the satisfaction to come from that experience are already high enough. But
we do need to stimulate an expectation for the rich experiences which can come 
to students from growing in academic competence and from partaking deeply of 
the resources for earning at G, V. S. C." 
A consultants agreed that earning must be a ife-long process 
which can only be wel -started for students in their col ege years. The idea 
was expressed that diplomas signifying the achievement of a col ege education 
ought to be written in disappearing ink, since the achievement needs renew-
ing throughout ife to be worthy of recognition. Such idea was applicable to 
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faculty members as wel , the consultants concluded; and one recommendation 
was made to hav~ frequent "al -college courses" given by outstanding visiting 
professors in which all faculty and administrative personnel a ong with the 
students would participate. The consultants envisioned a climate of earning 
so intensive that students would find themselves exchanging comments on some 
book or ecture in an all-college course with a kitchen-staff employee as she 
was serving them food in the cafeteria ine. 
The G. V. S. C. advisers proposed that central to the campus develop-
ment should be a earning resources center where study, ibrary work, viewing 
of visual-audio presentations,· and faculty-student discussions would all 
take place as part of a total system for the "imaginative communication of in-
formation," Such a center was pictured by the group as an "academic hive." 
Its central position in the campus plan was recommended in order to make 
this facility have the most meaning for the image created of the col ege. 
The men participating in the planning meetings were: Dr. James 
Albertson, executive assistant to the president, Ball State Teachers Col ege, 
Muncie, Indiana; Dr. Laurence Barrett, dean, Kalamazoo Col ege, Kalamazoo, 
Michigan; Dr. David Henderson, executive dean, Chatham Col ege, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania;. Dr. Armand L. Hunter, director, Division of Broadcasting Ser-
vice, Michigan State University; Dr. Donald O'Dowd, dean, MSU-Oakland; 
and Dr. A lan O. Pfnister, visiting associate professor, Center for the Study 
of Higher Education, University of Michigan. 
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At the start the session involved briefings on the developments which 
ed to the founding of G. V. S. C. , with its mandate to serve the bulging col ege 
population of this state in ways which wil  help give students a quality educa-
tion at ower costs, particularly those students who ive near enough to commute 
to the campus. L. Wil iam Seidman, chairman of the Grand Valley board of 
control, explained the board's objectives to be ready for operation on the cam-
pus by the fal  of 1963 and by steady growth to fil  the arge role projected 
for this col ege. 
The needs of commuting students were given particular attention by 
the consultants. Proposal was made that for students who could not take up 
residence at the school every possible encouragement should be given to have 
them spend extensive hours each day on campus with ample facilities for study, 
faculty contacts, and group activities. Arrangements were recommended to 
provide inexpensive "youth-hostel" quarters which students might use for 
occasional overnight stays in bad weather or when ate-hours study or research 
has occupied them. 
A year-around schedule was endorsed by the consultants, and the 
quarter-system was suggested as a satisfactory way to organize such a schedule. 
Advantages were seen in having students take only three courses during each 
quarter with one-third of their time devoted to each cours·e over an eleven-week 
period. When thirty-six courses had been satisfactorily completed, a student, 
it was contemplated, would be eligible to receive the baccalaureate degree. 
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Liberal' arts courses were expected to form the core of instruction for a l stu-
dents, with an initial choice of six or seven major areas of concentration. Pro-
fessional programs could be offered but not as a means of "tooling up" students 
just to accept an immediate job assignment upon graduation. Pointing up the 
responsibility of the truly educated individual for many facets of world, state, 
and ocal community ife, the consultants urged this col ege to p an in ways 
which would keep the various disciplines in constant dialog with one another. 
Faculty needs were dealt with by the consultants as the basis for 
attracting and k_eeping qualified instructors. Their office facilities and research 
opportunities were determined to be important not a one for their own profes-
si9nal growth but as a means of contributing to total student experiences 
through frequent contacts with instructors in a proper atmosphere. Students 
ought to be involved in faculty research projects. 
The part to be played by television and other technological advances 
was seen as a major contribution to the total system for raising the quality 
and impact of instruction, not as a way to displace or minimize the role of
faculty members. Television, it was pointed out, aids in the distribution of 
instructional materials to many ocations simultaneously, and in this respect 
saves on use of faculty time. The col ege was urged to include closed circuit 
television facilities in the first building, and to make use of available published 
films and tapes as course materials where the medium could truly enhance the 
presentation of subject matter. 
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Alternate overall organizational plans for the campus were studied at 
the p anning session. The consultants_ favored a centralized organizational p an 
permitting highly integrated earning experiences. At the core of the plan should 
be the earning resources center, the ibrary, student study areas and perhaps 
faculty offices. Emanating from the core, but closely related to it, would be 
the various disciplines clustered in appropriate groupings. The organizational 
plan would serve a specified number of students, and when the col ege's 
enrollment would .reach that number, a new comparable unit should be structured 
' thus allowing for continuous growth. Such a plan would retain the benefits and 
values of a moderately-sized iberal arts col ege while stil  providing the means 
where y the col ege could continue to grow and meet the expanding needs for 
higher education. It must be recognized, however, that the first building con-
structed would have to serve all purposes and all functions and, hence, would 
have to be most flexible and functional in its design. 
The design of the buildings, it was agreed, must serve the spirit 
of the new school and contribute effectively to a high expectation by students 
for rich earning experiences. "Above all, don't et the students down," 
cautioned the consultants. "Remember how it was when you first entered 
col ege, full of wonder and enthusias_m, .. prepared to embark upon a totally new 
earning program. That sense of anticipation, which your students wil  have, 
must not be dul ed or averted in any way by their initial contacts with the 
campus and its physical facilities. 
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GRAND VALLEY STATE COLLEGE 
NEWS ITEM
Office of Administration FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
. 201 Michigan Avenue, N. W. Written November 1, 1961 
Grand Rapids 1 , Michigan 
Legislators from the area will be guests of the board and officials of 
Grand Valley State College at a dinner meeting to be held in Grand Rapids on 
Thursday, November 2nd. This meeting is called to report on the progress and 
plans of the new college as it moves rapidly toward construction of its first campus 
facilities to be ready for students in 19 63. 
L. William Seidman, chairman of the G. V. S .·c. board of control, will 
announce arrangements just made for the college to receive immediate possession 
of key parcels on the site, totaling over 300 acres which border highway ·M-50 and 
the Grand River. Purchases made of the remaining basic campus site have allowed 
owners to retain occupancy for one year, as required under the original options 
given by them. Those owners now giving up possession to the 300 acres have 
agreed to do so at an added cost to the college of $5,000. Said chairman Seidman, 
"The purchases by the college which give it the immediate right to take over land 
needed for its first structures are important to assure completion of the necessary 
improvements by the summer of 19 63". 
Invited to attend the meeting are the following members of the Michigan 
Senate and House of Representatives: 
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Senators Charles R. Feenstra and Perry W. Green from Grand Rapids; 
Senator Clyde H. Geerlings from Holland; Senator Frederic Hilbert from Wayland; 
Senator John H. Stahlin from Belding; Representatives Andrew Bolt, Edward.A. Borgman, 
and Thomas J. Whinery from Grand Rapids; Representatives Martin D. Buth and William 
Doorn from Kent County; Representative Charles A. Boyer from Manistee County; 
Representatives Oscar E. Bouwsma and .. :Walter H. Nill from Muskegon County; 
Reptesentative Lloyd Gibbs from Ionia County; Representative Ben E. Lohman from 
Allegan County; Representatives Carroll C. Newton and Andrew W. Cobb from Clinton 
County; Representative Fred 0. Olsen from Montcalm County; Representative Don 
Vander Werp from Newaygo County and Representative Riemer Van Til, Representative 
from Ottawa County. 
The legislators will be informed how essential it is that the earliest 
possible authorization be received from 'the legislature for construction of the college's 
first building and site improvements. The college has requested appropriations of 
$1,500,000 for design, construction and equipping the initial building to serve the 
complete instructional needs of its first class of students and $310,000 for services 
and site work. 
Seidman reported: "The Legislators meeting with us have all played a 
vital part in securing the legislation to create this college and its first appropriations 
in 1961 for operation. They are indeed 'founding fathers' of this new college which 
promises so much for this area and the whole State of Michigan. Their strong interest 
in seeing this college develop and grow is our best assurance that we will get the 
money needed for our first building in time to have it ready by the summer of 1963" . 
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GRAND VALLEY STATE COLLEGE 
Office of Administration 
. 201 Michigan Avenue, N.:W. 
Grand Rapids l , Michigan 
1 
NEWS ITEM 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
i 
Written November 1, 1961 
. . 
Legisl~tors from the area will be guests of the boarp- and offic1als 'of' · ,i;;;,y:, 
Grand Valley State College at a dinner meeting to be held in Grc!i.nd Rapids on 
Thursday, November 2nd. This meeting is called to report on the progress and 
plans of the new college as it moves rapid!¥: toward construction of its first campus 
facilities to be ready for students in 19~3. 
L. William Seidman, chairman of the G.V.s.·c. boa'.rd of control, will 
announce arrangements just made for the college to receive imrriediate possession 
• I 
of key parcels on the site, totaling over 300 acres which borderj highway ·M-50 and 
• I 
the Grand River. Purchases made of the remaining basic campus site have allowed 
owners to retain occupancy for one year, as required under the briginal options 
given by them. Those owners now giving up possession to the 300 acres have 
agreed to do so at an added cost to the college of $5,000. Said chairman Seidman, 
' I - - -
"The purchases by the college which give it the immediate right to take over land 
' 
' 
needed for its first structures are important to assure completion of the necessary 1 ' • 
improvements by the summer of 1963".
Invited to attend the meeting are the following members of the Michigan 
I 
Senate and House of Representatives: 
• I 
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Senators Charles R. Feenstra and Perry W. Green from Grand Rapids; 
Senator Clyde H. Geerlings from Holland; Senator Frederic Hilbert from Wayland; • - r - , 
Senator John H •. Stahlin from Belding; Representatives Andrew Bolt, Edward.A. Borgman, 
·and Thomas J. Whinery from Grand Rapids; Representatives Martin. D. Buth and William 
' · --
· .- - ' · ,,,.y · · ·- "; 1: :r 
Doorn from Kent County; Representative Charles. A. Boyer from Manistee County; 
Representatives Oscar E. Bouwsma and .. :Walter H. Nill from Muskegon County; 
,/ .JI I'!' c 
Representative Lloyd Gibbs from Ionia County; Representative Ben E '. Lohman from·· 
' 
Allegan County; Representatives Carroll C. Newton and-Andrew W. Cobb from Clinton 
County; Representative Fred O. Olsen from Montcalm County; Representative Don 
Vander Werp from Newaygo County and Representative Riemer Van Til, Representative 
from Ottawa County. 
The legislators will be informed how essential it is that the earliest 
1· possibie authorization be received from.'the legislature for construction of the college's 
I 
., 
first building and site improvements. The college has requested appropriations of 
$1,500,000 for design, construction and equipping the initial building to serve the ., 
.• ' 
.complete instructional needs of its first class of students a·nd $310,000 for services 
and site work. 
Seidman reported: "The Legislators meeting with us :have all played a 
vital part in· securing the legislation to create this college and its first appropriations_ 
in 1961 for operation. They are.indeed.'founding fathers' of this new college which 
promises so much for this area and the whole State of Michigan; · Their strong interest 
.. 
in seeing this college develop and grow is our best assurance that we will get the 
i money needed for our first building in time to· have it ready by the summer of 19 63 " .. 
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NEWS ITEM
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Written November 1, 1961 
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Legislators from the area will be guests of the board and offic'ials of' "1i~t:-"~ "''f ;:~ 
Grand Valley State College at a dinner meeting to be held in Grand Rapids on 
Thursday, November 2nd. This meeting is called to report on the progress and 
plans of the new college as it moves rapidly toward construction of its first campus 
facilities to be ready for students in 1963. 
L. William Seidman, chairman of the G. V. S .·c. board of control, will 
announce arrangements just made for the college to receive immediate possession 
of key parcels on the site, totaling over 300 acres which border highway ·M-50 and 
the Grand River. Purchases made of the remaining basic campus site have allowed 
owners to retain occupancy for one year, as required under the original options 
given by them. Those owners now giving up possession to the 300 acres have 
agreed to do so at an added cost to the college of $5,000. Said chairman Seidman, 
"The purchases by the college which give it the immediate right to take over land 
needed for its first structures are important to assure completion of the necessary 
improvements by the summer of 1963". 
Invited to attend the meeting are the following members of the Michigan 
Senate and House of Representatives: 
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Senators Charles R. Feenstra and Perry W. Green from Grand Rap'ids; 
Senator Clyde H .. Geerlings from Holland; Senator Frederic Hilbert from Wayland; 
. . 
. . . -
Senator John H •. Stahlin from Belding; Representatives Andrew Bolt, Edward.I\. Borgman,. 
·and Thomas J. Whinery from Grand Rapids; Representatives Martin D. Buth. and William 
- · ··· · 
-
· · - -·
 ~-1· - · _.. r} ~ - \',, d .:J 
t' ;,,·)\, 
Doorn from Kent County; Representative Charles. A. Boyer from Manistee County; 
Representatives Oscar E. Bouwsma and .. .Walter H. Nill from Muskegon County; ,v . . . . • . . ~- -, . .,,, ,.,, 
. . . 
' ' .. 
Rept-esentative Lloyd Gibbs from Ionia County; Representative Ben E '. Lohman from·· 
Allegan County; !lepresentatives Carroll C. Newton a~d-Andrew W'. Cobb from Clinton 
I •. ...--,, 
County;. Representative Fred O. Olsen from f-:'Ion.tcalm County; Represe'ntative Don 
Vander Werp from Newaygo County and !3-epresentative Riemer Van Ti!", Representative 
from Ottawa County. 
The legislalors will be informed how essential it is that the earliest 
possibie authorization be received fron{'the legislature for construction of the college's 
first building and site improvements. The college has requested appropriations of 
$1,500,000 for design, construction and equipping the initial building to serve the 
ii t ;L 
_complete instructional needs of its first class of students and $310,000 for services 
and site work. 
Seidman reported: "The Legislators -meeting with us have all played a 
:_,i,,,., 
:'• vital part in·securing the legislation to create this college and its .first appropriations 
.. , 
. , 
in 19 61 for operation: They a~e indeed. 'founding fathers' of this new college which 
promises so· much for this area and the whole .State of Michigan. Their strong interest 
. . -
. 
. 
. ' 
·, 
in s~eing this college develop and grow is our best assurance that we will get-th~ 
mohey needed for our first building in time to: have it ready by the summer of 19 63". 
) 
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GRAND VAJLJLEY srArE COJLJLEGE 
Office of Administration 
201 Michigan Avenue, N.W. 
Grand Rapids 1, Michigan 
NEW ITEM
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Written November 8, 1961 
The Grand Valley tate College board of control will hold its 
November meeting on Friday at the college offices of administration in 
Grand Rapids. The board members will hear reports on the results of the 
planning session held with six educational consultants at the end of October 
and on the progress being made to plan the campus. They will be asked to 
authorize employment of an architectural firm for making the preliminary 
design of the first building. 
L. William eidman, chairman of the board, said, "Following 
the advice of the Legislators from our 8-county area, the board is going to 
push hard for building plans which will be ready when the Legislature meets 
to act on our requests for capital outlay funds to have the first building on 
our campus ready by July 1, 1963." 
eidman also stated that the board at its meeting will make plans 
for appearances before the Committee on- Education of the Michigan Constitutional 
Convention, He announced "Our board believes that the long-range effective-
ness of its government of the college will be materially helped if Grand Valley 
tate College along with the other state universities and colleges, is given 
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constitutional status. " 
He added that the board wishes to make its case before the 
Con-Con delegates that there is "efficiency in freedom", that an independent 
board, fully responsible for an institution of higher learning, can through its 
original ideas achieve educational excellence and innovations which will 
save the tate and the students money. "We believe in being fully accountable 
to the Legislature so that such body knows at all times how we are using state 
funds, but we want to avoid central administrative controls over our operations 
which may hamper our freedom of management," concluded eidman. 
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Office of Administration 
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FOR RELEASE 
12 Noon, November 23 
Grand Valley tate College received today its bird's eye view 
of what the campus may look like in 197 5. 
The Ann Arbor firm of Johnson, Johnson and Roy, site planners, 
submitted its preliminary Campus Plan 1 for the college's site on M-50 and the 
Grand River near Allendale, designating areas for academic buildings, athletic 
fields, visitor's housing, residential halls when and if future enrollment outgrows 
the commuter stage, and a "campus town" on the western edge of the site. 
The plan will be given to Grand Valley's Board of Control as part 
of a progress report at its special meeting at 10:00 a.m. on November 24 at college 
offices in the Randall House. The board will also choose an architect for its first 
building, after consideration of a survey of architectural firms prepared by Philip 
W. Buchen, vice-president. 
Buchen suggested that the college, or a foundation set up for its 
benefit, acquire the land on the edges of the site, which is now under option, and 
then lease it on a long-term basis to private enterprises to support community 
development, both within the campus and adjoining it, of the stores and housing 
necessary for a complete college campus in a rural area. 
The leasing of the land would encourage a close relationship 
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between the college and surrounding areas, and help to establish a model metro-
politan communit . Grand Valley would not compete with commercial enterprises, and 
would retain ownership of the land only in order to provide for its long-term future needs. 
The first campus plan takes advantage of the natural beauty of the 
site, with its river frontage and wooded ravines. The academic core is located within 
the arms of the ravines, which gives a natural definition to the area, and allows for 
expansion while at the same time providing that the first buildings will not appear 
isolated. Entry is provided from three sides of the campus. The assembly area is in 
close proximit  to the classrooms, laboratories and lecture halls, and parking is 
allocated in both areas. 
The student athletic fields and buildings are located on the level, 
open part of the site, where cost of developing them will be at a minimum . 
"Campus town" is on the edge of the property, just across 48th t. 
from the expected communit  that will develop with Grand Valley. Housing for 
faculty and other college personnel is also closely related to the communit , while 
future student housing is more remote and self-contained. 
Work on the first building is schedule for early summer of 1962, 
followiqg legislative action on Grand Valley's request for capital funds. Plans for 
the building are to be presented to the legislature by the end of January, and legisla-
tors from the 8-county area have indicated they would work for approval of the ap-
-propriation. First students will enroll in eptember of 19 63, and by 19 7 5 the student 
body is expected to reach 8,000 to 10,000. 
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GRAND VALLEY STATE COLLEGE 
! V 
Office of Administration 
201 Michigan Ave. N. W.
Grand Rapids J, Michigan 
· FOR IMMEDIATE, RELEASE 
Written '-December 1, 19 61 
Will Grand Valley State College have a ·fall-out shelter? 
This question is already beihg asked of members of the Board of Control 
of the new instit tion, as the time for beginning construction on its first building approaches, 
the early summer of 19 62. 
While private vs. public shelters is an issue being studied in Washington 
and throughout the nation, a growing body of opinion seems to favor group fall~out shelters 
outside metropolitan areas, on the asst1mption that about a half-hour's warning will be given. ··-
before ·fall-out occurs •. Since Grand Valley's campus ·near Allendale. is 12 rriiles -from down.-
- -
town Grand Rapids, it would seem to be a natural place ·-for a shelter. And in the event of a ,~J 
nuclear war, educated young people must survive. 
Pentagon planners have tentatively decided to channel some of the ·$1 bill'i.on 
they will request from Congress ·for the fiscal year ·beginning July 1, 19 62 through a type of 
federal aid to education to enable schools to construct shelters. This would provide group 
shelters for children and young people ., and since such shelters ·are designed to accommodate 
several times· the number of students -in the schools, it would also give protection to adults 
·in the neighborhood. 
- more -
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·Stanford Research Instit te, Menlo -Park, California, .has prepared a
plan to utilize its basement as protection for its staff and their families, . The Abo 
' . . 
Elementary -School, in Artesia, New Mexico, has been built completely underground, with 
detailed plans to change its classroom into community shelters if needed, 
A noted firm of architects, after a detailed investigation of a high 
school in Fort Worth, Texas, has stated that a fal1'-out shelter in the 'underground part 
of the school would add about 10% to the cost of a multi-purpose building such as the one 
Grand Valley is contemplating for its -first hall of learning. -It was emphasized that the 
shelter would be used for peace-time purposes as well, being particularly adaptable to 
closed-circ it·Tv teaching, Some educators believe that the "controlled e'nvironmeht" 
windo less ·school provides a better atmosphere for learning that the conventional 
school, in that it can regulate light, heating or air-conditioning, acoustics and furniture 
arrangement at optimum efficiencey. 
-While no formal action on the issue is being considered by Grand 
Valley's ·Board of Control at this-time, it is another of the ,many questions that will have to 
be answered in the course of establishing the new 8--county college, 
- 30 -
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Written December 1, 1961 
The architectural firm of Meathe, Kessler and Associates, of Grosse Pointe, 
has been retained as architect for preliminary planning of Grand Valley State College's 
first learning center, it was announced today by L, William Seidman, chairman of the 
board of control. Construction of the multi-purpose building, which will cost an estimated 
$1.5 million, will begin early next summer on the college's campus at the Grand River and 
West M-50. 
William H. Kessler, 36-year-old graduate of Harvard Graduate School of 
design, will have primary responsibility for the planning and design of the building. He 
is former chief designer for the firm of Leinweber, Yamasaki & Hellmuth, and left that 
position to form his present firm in 1955. 
Philip J. Meathe, who specializes in the areas of cost estimating, engineering, 
and specifications, is 35 years old, a graduate of the University of Michigan School of 
Architecture, and was an associate in the Leinweber, Yamasaki & Hellmuth firm until 1955. 
The firm of architects has recently completed a master plan for the expansion 
of Olivet College and will shortly begin construction of its student center. They have also 
completed or have under construction Woodward Elementary and. Fleming Elementary Schools 
in Detroit, a low rent public housing project of 100 dwelling units in Mt. Clemens, the 
main office for the Mt. Clemens Federal Savings and Loan Association, a large Detroit 
apartment building, an auditorium for the Grosse Pointe Public Library, and several out-
standing residences. The firm received from the American Institute of Architects a first 
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honor award in. 1958 and an award of merit in 1960, and it received from the Detroit chapter 
of such Institute an award of the be'st design ofJhe year 1960. 
Kessler emphasized that his firm would work in close co-operation with the 
' 
college staff and its Board of Control in developing building plans and would also coUa-
borate with Johnson, Johnson & Roy, Ann.Arbor, site planners and landscape architects who 
have already been retained by the college. 
Estimated budget for, the·initial architectural work is $8,000. The board was 
advised that when G. V. S. C. received authorization from the Legislature for initial con-
struction the board could then contract for complete archifectural services on the first 
building, and that the money spent for the preliminary plans could be credited against the 
standard fee for such services. 
Seidman reported that the learning center to be planned would be but the 
first of such centers which would have to be made ready as enrollment of students increased 
by ,a regular progression" of new classes entering in each of the first four years of operation. 
He stated, "Our campus planners are looking to provide at the start not the central building 
of the campus - the kind that becomes 'Old Main' after fifty years '"" but one that will begin 
the formation of an expandable complex of equally significant buildings to serve many times 
" . 
the initial enrollment." 
"This first building, II Seidman added, "will be designed to fill many different 
needs at first, including space for library resources and administration offices, and still be 
transformable to more restricted uses as other buildings are opened." He said the board 
wanted a building appropriate to the unusual characteristics of the campus site and to the _ r.-
original qualities of the college''s educational program which would serve through the spirit 
of its design to stimulate in students a- keen anticipation for new and exciting learning 
I 
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experiences. He added that many competent architectural firms, not only. from this state 
. . . . 
' . 
but also from other parts of the country, have been actively interested in this project, but 
that the choice now made. by the board of control promised to the highest ci13gree an archi-
tectural achievement of which all supporters of the .college would ,be prouli. 
. . ' -
Kessler in his presentation to the G. V. S. C. board stated, '1 The endea ors of
' . 
this firm have always resolved around a continual search for understanding, form, order 
and expression in the development of architecture. It is pre·cisely this which is so 
challenging i:ibout the nature of your new college environment. This is a challenge whic)'l , 
we feel well equipped to meet. " 
. ' 
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. FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE . 
Written Dece~ber 13 , 1_9 61 
The December meeting of Grand V~lley·State College Board.of Control will be
held.in the college's offices at the Randall House-at 2:00 P.M •. Friday,. December-15, 
I 
, 
At the meeting the Board .will review the report, prepared by Dean John. E. V~19ser 
of Grand Rapids.Junior College, of·the six educational consultants who met this fall to set 
up guide-Jines for Grand Valley's liberal arts curriculum, . Dean Visser has also submitted 
. ' 
a. tentative schedule of courses, based. n the consultants' recommendations; which will 
. . . . ' . 
be discussed by the Board. 
Philip ·W. Buchan, vice president for business affairs, will report on. the re-
cently made purchase ofa .. l"".acre plot with house in the core site of the campus:for 
. . 
· $5,800. from Mr. and_ Mrs. John Brandt,. Jr., and on the pending purchase of an additional 
139 acres with house and barns, owned by Mr, ,and Mrs. John Brandt, Sr., for $5_6,000, 
Both parcels of land are located on the south border of the campus, along Pierce Street. 
Onl~f 70 acres of the 740 acre core site remain, to-be acquired, · 
A report will also be made on.leasing of additional space:in.the warehouse which 
had been. donated to the college by the Kroger Co. New-leases to International Harvester 
Corporation .and to Elston Richards Storage Company:br1ng the total area under lease to 
60,000 square feet-,. leaving 70,000 square feet still available for renting. 
. . 
Announcement will be made ·of the appointment of Kenneth VerBurg. as adminis-
trative assistant to.assume duties December: 18th. VerBurg. is a graduate of Grand 'Rapids 
JM C5B•JBbH  ,ByC E9C--. bH6 Mb.­BH M -..VyVc bH6 5V9VB­V6  bH G o0o BH Fx3.B9 06'BHB•J5bJB-H 
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JYJ1cno/' Tj ~. ,, 
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Christian High School and Calvin College, and. received an M.A. in. Public Administration 
in 19 60 from Michigan State University. He is at present administrative officer for a
- ' . 
manufacturing company of Kalamazoo, and has been,on . .the staff of the Institute for Com-
munity Development and of ~he Political Science Department of Michigan State. 
D- b.. 3-b56 'V'3V5•2
DbwV CVb5J. *V H-* »-BH JCV 5bHw• -l -JCV5 c 
9-..VyV•5 BH9.x6BHy JCV ­V58 y5VbJ -HV•c *CB9C Cb­V Cb6
J-  6Vb. *BJC •B'B.b5 9Cb5yV•
To all board members: 
Take heartl we now Join the ranks of other,
colleges,, 1nclud1ng the very great ones, which have had 
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A decision taken by Grand Valley State College's Board of Control at its regular 
meeting on December 15 has set the educational tone of the new college as a liberal arts 
institution, rather than a vocational training school. 
The board.' s action provides that Grand Valley will offer to those young people who 
cannot afford to go to college away from home the same kind of quality education that is 
available to those who can. 
The school will have a curriculum in general education for all qualified students, 
' and not ust for the top 10%, in the belief that this kind of education will fit its students 
for the common responsibilities of life in ii society in which the decision-making power 
rests with the people, It will also give them the background which is becoming more and 
more necessary to whatever life work they choose. In the long run, most authorities con-
cur, this type of educaUon will increase the students' earning power because it will fit 
them to assume more responsibility and thus advance further. 
This kind of emphasis was recommended by John E. Visser, dean of Grand.Rapids 
Junior College, in his report to the board of the conclusions reached by six educational 
consultants after an intensive study of GVSC' s potential, Dean Visser pointed out that 
the two unior colleges in the area (G.R.J.C. and Muskegon Community College) are offer-
ing technical training to many students in their two-year course, and will do so to a
greater extent as Grand Valley assumes the responsibility of providing the youth of the 
community with a general and pre-professional education. The Board of GVSC will work 
closely with the two community colleges in order to make certain that all the various edu-
cational needs of the 8-county area are being met. 
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Specializations may be developed as needed, but the initial cu(rf culum of the 
"?ff(!+ 
,/v~ 
college will be devoted to the liberal arts field, and it is expected that even when'the college 
expands, the ·nrst three-fourths of a student's education will be spent on acquiring a general 
background before going into specialized training. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * 
In a report to the Board, the college staff, and citizens who have served on 
volunteer committees ·of the college from its start, L, William Seidman, ~oard chairman stated 
that "Grand ValleY, is probably the only college in the country which can boast that it has not 
suffered a football defeat, nor flunked <;_mta student," 
He went on to say that Grand Valley's reputation as. a "lucky college" continues, 
pointing out that ust as we are reaching a critical time in our planning, many members of the 
I' 
Constitutiona_l Convention are recommending that all state institutions of higher education be 
granted constitutional ·status, and that Senator Carlton.H. Morris of Kalamazoo, head of the 
Senate Interim Committee on Higher Education Bonding Issues, will pro1;>ose that $175 million 
be made available for capital expenditures for higher education in the next five years. 
. . 
"While six .of the other state colleges have been restricted .in their authority be-
cause of their lack of constitutional status, and all of them have been seriously hampered in 
their plans for expansion because of inadequate funds, now ust as Grand Valley·is reaching 
the stage where it needs constitutional status for freedom in planning and public money with 
which to build its campus, these are being granted to all the state colleges. This is another 
instance that 'somebody up there likes us'," he said. 
He also reported that GVSC had been granted an equal representation with the 
other state colleges and universities on the newly established Michigan Coordinating Council 
for Publfo Higher Education, a voluntary association set up to coordinate needs and goals in 
t)le state's educational system. 
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20 1 Michigan Ave. N. W. 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
NEWS RELEASE 
Written December 19, 1961 
Charges that part of a preliminary campus plan for Grand Valley State College 
mig!'it open the door to II socialism II were aired last night at a meeting between officials 
and property owners of Allendale Township and officials of the college. The plan had 
been published November 23rd and showed how fringes of the campus site might be 
used for a time to aid community growth by allowing development of residential and 
commercial facilities closer to the student areas. 
When the tentative plan was published, college officials had talked only of 
permitting long-term ground leases to private enterprise for a controlled development 
of the fringe area in cooperation ~ith a similar development on privately owned lands 
bordering the campus. They had pointed out that a foundation may be organized for the 
college's benefit to acquire this acreage. The area involved is along the east side of 
48th street south from M-50. It is under option to the college for campus use when 
the need arises to have more acreage than the 7 40 acre core· site, along the Grand River. 
Practically all of the core site has already been purchased and will be used at the 
outset for campus buildings and student athletic fields. 
The protests of Township officials were answered by L. William Seidman, 
chairman of the Grand Valley State College board of control and .by Philip W, Buchen, 
the college vice-president and acting chief executive. They assured the persons who 
attended the meeting that the college needed all the area which had been optioned to it, 
in order to guarantee ample room for future college needs, but that it was content to 
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' leave community development out of this area unless the people of the community wanted 
it there. "If they should want it- there," Seidman pointed out, "the value of improve-
ments made and operated by private enterprise would be on the Township tax rolls until 
such time as the land went back into use for college purposes." 
Some persons at the meeting saw advantages to the community in the original 
suggestions from the college, but others saw it as a source of socialistic competition 
with private land-owners. The objectors wanted to see the parts of the campus site not 
used for the college's initial facilities to be used for parks or for leasing to farmers. 
Seidman left the objectors feeling satisfied that the college or its foundation, as soon 
as it had raised the necessary additional funds, would purchase all land .now under 
option but would not make any use of it for general community purposes without concur"'" 
rence of the township officials. 
William Kennedy, Allendale Township Supervisor, emphasized that the town-
ship in its turn would provide the right kind of zoning on private lands around the 
campus to assure the college of the best possible environment. He and other Allendale 
Township officials termed the meeting a "good one" which had established better under-
standing between the new college and its neighbors. 
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~ GRAND VALLEYi 1H,STATE COLLEGE 
J 
Office of Administration 
201 Michigan, N. W. 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
' 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Written December 21, 1961 
Where, on 740 acres of land, should Grand Valley State College's first f 
building be located? 
To answer this question, architect William Kessler and site planner Carl 
Johnson have moved into a farmhouse on the college's campus grounds at M-50 and the Grand 
River near Allendale, and have established a planning office. Kessler, partner in the ·archi-
, ' 
tectural firm of Meathe, Kessler & Associates of Grosse Pointe, believes that it is the first 
time an architect has "lived with" a building site in the preliminary planning stage, before 
committing himself to a decision on location. 
Mindful of the fact that their decision is a vital one, and that the building 
. they plan will be a part of GVSC for years and years, they are givfr1g intensive concern to their 
study, and have walked over the entire acreage, climbed into the ravines, and explored the 
river. frontage. 
According to Johnson, of the site planning firm of Johnson, Johnson and Roy 
of Ann Arbor, they have resolved the overall pattern, although the actual location of the build-
ing has not been pin-pointed._ 
"This site presents a challege,." he said,· 11and it ~snot an easy problem, It 
would have been simple to locate the building imthe central large plateau of the site, but in so 
doing the distinctive features of the land would be wasted." 
The deep ravines along the Grand River are unique., and to take advantage of 
them the centers of learning will be built in the level areas near their crests. 
Attention is being given to such practicalities as road access and location of 
utilities as well as aesthetic considerations. 
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Both Kessler and Johnson will return to their offices Friday, to translate 
their first-hand observations into more formal plans, and will return to the planning office 
' on the campus within the'next two weeks to make a final decision on the placement of the 
first learning center on the, college campus. 
Construction is scheduled to begin in July of 1962, and first students of
GVSC will be admitted in September of 1963. 
